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25
We conducted a controlled clinical comparison of the new pediatric medium with adsorbent 26 polymeric beads (PF Plus) versus charcoal-containing PF medium in the BacT/ALERT blood 27 culture system. A total of 2381 pediatric cultures were enrolled and 1703(71.5%) were deemed 
50
The PF Plus bottle was designed to improve microorganism recovery from pediatric patients.
51
The newly formulated medium includes adsorbent polymeric beads rather than charcoal which The purpose of this study was to compare the performance of a newly formulated medium with collected was 5 mL or less, the blood volumes of bottle pairs must be within 50% of each other.
83
All bottles were processed regardless of the blood volume but non-compliant pairs were 84 excluded from the analysis. Volume discrepancy was the only criterion by which a bottle set 85 was excluded. (Table 1) .
106
The PF Plus bottle identified the same or more pathogens for every microorganism category Interestingly, a higher number of contaminants were obtained from the PF bottles. The reasons 151 for this are not clear but one possible explanation is that the standard of care bottle (PF) was 152 inoculated prior to the PF Plus bottle. It may be that contaminating microorganisms were present on the exterior of the needle and were inoculated into the first bottle and not carried over to the 154 second bottle resulting in a higher contamination rate for the first bottle.
155
We conclude that the PF Plus bottle is superior to the PF bottle for the diagnosis of pediatric 
